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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

the status as of curly Jecember 1990,

Alr Order of Pattle D.ta,

1. The following units have been ideatified in the

as of early Jecember 1950:
Unit

g T-enty-Fourth Alir Arny

llq F'tr Corps
Hg Fir Div

2 Fir fegts
Ftr tegt
fig Ftr Div

2 ¥ir Regts
Fir Regt
g Fir Div

2 Ftr Regts

Locxtion
SHDER
WITTENRBLRG
GROSSZTTAIN
GROBSEIAIN
BRANDIS

ALT LOEUNEITZ
ALT LOENNIITZ
DisSSAU

ZORDST

ZIRPST

informalion on the
The data renresent

Soviet Lone of Cermany

Ftr Rept BRANDENBURG~ERIEST
1Iq Ftr Corps TTTSTCOK
Hq Fhr Div FIHNOT
2 Fir Rects FINOT
Ftr hegt ORANTEUBURG
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Hgq Ftr Div
2 Fur Regls
Fir Hegt
Hq Ftr Div
2 Ftr Reots
Fir Regh
lig_Bmr Corps
Ilg B Div

2 rr Regis

Brr Regt
g B Jiv
é Bor Regts
Pnr Regbt
Hg GA Corps
Hq GA Div

66lth GA Rest
710th GA Legt
830th A Regt
Hg A Div
2 GA Regts
34 Regt
Ren Regt

Ren Regt

Trans iegt

Trans Regt

FIMCEAITI A Y

TAERZ
LABREZ
PARCIID
PEGHELURIDE
TEENRIUDIDE
IEU CANDEHURG
FOEYSRALDE 2
FINGTERIAIDE
FRISTRTALDE (possibly one
of these two reginents is
in DRESDEN-KLOTLSOIE)
COTTBUS
WERNCUCIHEN
TTERNZIUCHEN
STRAUSBIRG
FALKZNGEE
DOEBARITZ
DOLRIRITZ
DOBTIRITZ
SCHOEIALDE
JULTLRDOG ?
JUSTURDOG-ALTSS LAGIR
KOETIIEN
KOSTIEN (only ground attack
aircraft of regiment) and
PARCHIYM (only the twine
enjzine aircraft of regiment)
SCHOLITIALDE
ALTENBURG
STAAKEN

(1)
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2, The following aircraft have been identified asheing in use with
air units:

a, l_?g.ghter Regiments,

A1l fighter regiments were about 80 percent reequipped with

type Mig-15 aircraft, an average of 3} jot aircrart are thus

availalle to cach individual regiment. The coaventional aircraft 50X1-HUM

formerly used were shipped out of the Soviet wone of Gernanvy.

some of them by rail, ‘
[they were either sent

To pilot schools in the U.S.0.R. or that they possibly were

delivered to satellite ctetes. Only a fow convoational firhter

aircraft of the La~9 or the Yak=9 tyvme arc still in use with the

fighter regiments. In addition to Lhose planes » each fighter

regiment is equinped with a varying number of Po-2 and Yak-11

trainers and one type 16 jet plane. Juch fighter reginent is

composed of three squadrons of 16 nHlanes cach, ia addition to a

loading flizht of four planes. The total autiwrized stronzth of a

Tightor regiment is therefore 52 aircraft. vith regard 4o o uipment

and personnel, it appears that all fishter rosiuments wncet T/0&E

requirements,

Y. Bomber F:giments,

The bomber rogiments are still equipped with Pe-? aircraft. A new
version of this type has boen observed wilh all Locber rogitents,
The new version, the iype deuvignation of which is unknovmn, differs
from the conventional figuration in its cockpit enclosurcs. In
contrast to the old vorsion, the new one has two such enclosures s
the rcar hood being hipher than the iront hood. Hothing is knom
about the rcason for this modilication. There is a possibility that
the figuration of the canopy was redesimed with a view toward
giving crew menbers in the rear visibility Drwurd. The Pe-2s in
use with the individual regiments slso dififcr with regard to their
noses, some oi the aircraft having noses with slexirlass bottoms #
while others are fitted with all-metal noses. It is belicved that
the lattor craft drop their lowbs at a simal from their formation
leader, while those fifted with a »lexiilass nose are equipped with
a bomb sight, Four-engine airdraft have not boon observed. A bomber
rejinent arpears to be coiposed of bthree squadrons of 12 Slanes cach
and a leading flight of three »lancs, which make a total of 39 aire
craft,

¢, Ground Attack Regiments,

The ground attack regicents are equisned with II~10 tyne aircraflt.

In ad’ition to the IT~10s, some obsolete II~25 seem to be availalile
to each ground attack reyiment, orobably for training purposes, There
are no inications of any intended reequipment with jet nlanec.,

A ground attack regiment is composed of four squadrons of 12 nlanes
each and a leading flirht of four aircraft, The authorized streasth
thus is 52 planes.

Qo feconnaissance 2ogiments,

The recomnaissance regiments are not uniformly equipped. The re-
connaissance regimeat located in KO2mN and PiRCwis is equipped

with IL-10 and A-20 aircraft. Tho Iighters formerly availalle to this
regiment have not been obsgrved recently. The roconnaissance reginment
in BCICTITALOE, on the other hand, is equipned with Pe~2 and Tu=2 type
aircraft, It is believed that the regiment stationed in ¥{roimy and

dgoRnT
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PARCHIM is assigned corbat receonnaissance nissions while the
regiment in SCHOEIAIDE would have to perform roeconnaissance
missions in the rear area of operations. The small nurber of air
reconnaissance wnits assirmed to the air arury suzests that, in
prineiple, the fishter, ground attack, and vombor units mst ner=
form their owm recomnaissance. The two reconnaissance rogiments are
believed to be at the disposal of the pir Arzyy Headhuartors for
special recomaissance missions. To dote thore h:s teen no indica-
tion that these reconnuissance regimonts are suhordinate to any air
corps or air division. The authorized slrength of ilie reconnaissance
regiments is not knowa. They are aresumably comnoses of three
squadrons, each of which is wiformly eguinped with aircrafti,

Air Transosort Regiments,

The air transport regiment in ALTINRURG is coqud sped with Li=2 and
lend=lease C=L7 aircraft, It is composed of thurce sqguadrons of 12
planes each. The air transport reginent in STAAKET is equipped with
I1~12, Li~2, and C=l7 aircraft.

Aircraft and Personnel Strength of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army .

3.

The observalion of airfieclds during rocent months provides the hasis
for a gencral survey of the mmbor of aircrail. {2) owever, only about
half of the total number of aircraft werc counted., This

is due to the Tact that the Russians cxort every effort not to
display all of the olanes stationed at a field at the soue {ine. As far

as available facilities noruit, the aireraft arc kept in han-ars or came
H E <

ouflaged rovetments prior to s end after, flying, This fact rust be taken
into consideration in evaluating rejorts on aircraft stationed at auy

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

specific field, ™

I“he aircraft strongth is believed to be as

|
follows:

Unit Total
A7 C

6 fighter division hoadquarters » equipped with 2 a/¢ each 12

18 fighter regiments, equipned with 52 a/c each 936
2 bomber division hea’quarters s cquinped with 3 a/c each 6
6 borber reginents, cquinged with 39 a/c each 234
2 ground attack division headquertors,equinped with
2 afc cach L
6 sromd attack reginonic, equippad with 52 a/c cach 312
1 reconmaissance reciment Lo
1 recomaissance recinent 30
’Lig“mxorﬁw{w'ﬁg}g’: oonrinnad ity 06 3/ 2 nnch 7w

iwn‘\“-'-g
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Total number of aircraft in use with tactical units 1,646,

Not included in this number arc the courier planes, usually Po-2s,

and trainers such as type 16 jet aircraft, Po-2s, Yak-12s, etc.,
which are assigned to each regiment, the total number of' which is
estimated at atout 200. Assuming that 80 percent of the conventional
fighter aircraft were exchanged for iig-15 iyse jet planes, the total
of these planes is cstimated at alout 750. This number is probably not
excessive, a belief which is strenghtened b the fact that very few
,conventional fighters are still stationed at the individual fields,

No authorized or actual personnel strongthe of units are knowm. In most

cases, the sirength requirements in foroe , at the end of world var II no longer
apply. The modernization of the Poviet Air lorce brought about by re-

equipment with new types of airereft and the improvement of the aircraft

rerorting service, necessarily led to a reorgunization of the individual

units. Froa 10 to 20 vercent more fiying personnel than would be reguired, S50X1-HUM
on the basig of the mumber of aircraft availalle to each reginent, scem

to be assigned to the individual air regiments. The nresent ratio of air-

craft to personnel is believed to be about 1 to 20, which would result in

a nersomnel strength of about 33,000 men for the Trenty=Fourth Air Army.

ik
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Imrovemont of tirfields,

8

Due to limited size almost none of the Jorman airficlds taken over hy tho Soviets
at the end of the war were suitable for jot aircraft tynes now uged by the
Soviet Air Force. The Soviots wers therefore forced to enlarge these fields,

The srogress of this airfield construction work, made from 1949 to 1950, has teen
charted. (7) The data contained in this chart show the followiagsz :
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a, In 1948 there were two airfields with concrete rumways wnore
than 2,000 meters long.

b, In 1946/1949 another 11 fields were expanded and provided with
runways longer than 2,000 meters.

c. In 1949/1950 seven more fields werc imaroved in this naaner,
"Bince the 1all of 1950 work on the improvement of snother six aire
fields has been in wrogress. This work is noil scheduled to be com=
pleted prior to the sunmer of 195L., The fields conceried are loc:ted
in PUSTIUITZ, “TIRNZUGIEN, LERSZIURG, ERFURT~DBIIM G S0, PORLITNRG,
and VELZOW. This indicates that the Soviebs now hewe available 20
ficlds wiith runways longer than 2,000 meters in their zone. It can be
expected that this number will rise to at least 26 ly ithe swrer of
1951. The enlargemont of the airfields made rb 20853 Julx, o station all
fighter units at suitable instzllations. @xcent Toi LSURUPPIN and
WITTOTOCK, all of the improved airfields are nowrr ocenvied by air wundts.
The improvoment of adlitional airfields ma:- serve the followinz “urioses:

a. To crcate facilities to rcceive 2dditional units trans-
ferred to the Soviet cone of Germany.

b, To establish altemcte airfields for the units alresady stabioned
in Germany to be used in the event of war.

¢, To reduce the occipation of other airfields which are asrosently

occupied by two rejiments, so that eventually tirce improved fields
will be availalle Jor each fighter division.

Of tho three possibilities uentioned aboves that wnder®e? apyears to be the

most probabtle. Thers is a possibility that the individual fighter divisions

will be allocated the following additional installations:

Fighter division in PURIEULIDE and HEUBRAIDLUBURG: Puetnitz airfield

Fighter division in IAIRZ and PARCIIIM: /ittstock airfield

Fighter division in FINJY and "HANIZNRURG: llouruppin airfield

Fighter division in ZiREST and WWUDSIMURG: Perleberg airfield

Fighter division in D SAU and ALT "OERITIITZ: lierselurz airficld

Fighter division in GROSOEUIAIN and BRAIDIS: Irfurt-Bindersleben airfield.

On the basis of this hypothesis, thc Soviets would bring alout a rather evon

distribution of their fighler units over the entire western area of their

occupation zone. [ith regard to the air defense system the individual fighter

divisions may be assigned the follow.ng rissions:

Fighter division in PZNLRIUSIDE: Protzction against penetration via the Daltic
Heas

Fightor division in LA&RL: Proteection zzainst nenetration via MECKLENBURG.

Fighter division in FIJ}: Protection (i the rear arca, similtaneously a
reserve,

Fighter division in ZERBST: Protection a~ainst penetration from the west
in the contral sector.

righter division in ALT LOZIME.I1%: Protecction against penetration from the
southwest.

Fighter division in GHOSS IHLL T Rrotm..mrn asainst nenatration fron the
south.

Loneqaa
Sewett rre ]
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s SULELERNeNT o airflields presently occupied by ground attack
and light bomber units may be taken as an indication of intended
resquipment of these units with more modem aireraft. In addition
to the 26 improved airficlds mentioned thore are 37 other airfislds
in the Sovict Zone of Germany which arc woccuyied tut serviceable
and have landing fields of more than 1,000 meters., A1l these fields
could be made serviceable on short notice for occupation by unite
equinped with conventional tymes of aireraft.

Hight and All-Weather Landing Facilities.

9+ The systematiec insiallation of lizhting facilities war started in
1950, This work is cornletod at most of tho Fields occunied Yy fiphtesr
unitse. It is not yet cloar whether similar facilities werc installed
at the other airflelds. .t one ficld, lizhting of the aproach lane,
lighting of the landing strip, and obstacle lishis wore observed.
The approach lane lying in the extcnsion of the surface rurrray is narled
by searchlizhts, the most distant of which is at a noint about 1,000
moters from the ond of the runway. The searcalizhts are josted 50 to 100
moters apart, their beams being directed upward to meet the landing >lanec,
fight searchlights are set up side by side at the cdge of the Jlanding
field. Thoy illuminate the runvay snd a strip on both sides of it. The
beginning of the runway is marked by red lamps set up in a line at a right
angle to the lunding direction, The touch=ground point is marked by two
groen lamps set up on ltoth sides of the ranway. The stretch from this point
as far as the end of the runway is marked by lamps installed on Loth sides
of the runway. The end of the rumvay is marked by red lamps. ne or several
searchlights arc also set up there. It is believed that these secarchlights
serve to light the landing strip and the landing field for the landing air-
craft. All obstacles in the vicinity of the airfield are mirked b, red lamps.

10. It has been observed recontly that racfio towers were being set up outside
the landing field but exactly in-line with the surfaced rumray at almost
all fields occupied by lighter units, From this observation and the fact that
the distance of the tvo radio beacons from the beginning of the rumvay is
approximately the same at all airfields s it secems that these radio in-
stallations are beacons for all-weather landing. (0) The distance betwsen
the outer teacon an’ the beginning of the rumway is about 4,000 netors,
that of the inner beacon about 1,000. metors, The beacons consist of a radio
tower, 6 to 8 meters high, braced on ali sidosy and a radio {ruck. The two
radio beacons are intorcoanected by a wire line, and they are also comnectod
to the airfield Ly such a line, No information is available concerning the
frequencics used by the radio beacons and their mothods of operation., However 5
it is bolieved that these beacons function along the lines of the radio
approach system. In addition to these radio heacons many airficlds have radio
stations commosed of four radio towers intercomected by anteanas., These radio
stations are believed %o be either radio transmitters or, more probably, radio

o There is a nossibility that these rudio beams transmit a signal which

enables the pilot to identify the airfield concerned and thus either to take
his bearings or to approach the field, ~fter flying ovor this type of radio
bean, the plane will then be able to make its landing by mzans of the two
other beacons. llowever, it mst be stated that this is only a conjecture,
the correctness of which is not confirmed,

11. Adcock DF stations have been observed in the vieinity of several airficlds,
They have four towers which are not interconnected by antennas, and a cabin
or tent from which an antenna rod, locsted in the center of these towers,
projects. This short antenna rod is probably the sonse direction finding
antenna used for such determination. It is not yet clear whether cach air-
field is provided with such an Adcock DF station.

N
SEeRT
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Two different types of radar sets werc observed during the last twelve
months, their outward aypearance differs inasmuch as the one is mownted
on a truck and has an antenna consisting of a horizontal matal rod with
seven dipoles, while the other radar set is charactcrized by ite two
rotatable earsi, No information is availalle on the s»ocific functions of
these two types of sets, Ths radar set fitted with two cars was only ob-
served near airfields at, or near which, a fighter division or fishter
corps headquarters is located, The only exceplionto thig is the radar set
at Cottbus ¢irfield, From this observation 1t .& informred that this Lype
of set is bering used by fighter division opr coros dguarters for the
control of fighter airccaft and for thoe spotting of ocuneny nlanes. Fron
shotogra iy obtained it was possible to calewlate the length of the die
noles and thus to detormine the frequency used Yy theve sote, This free
quency is L to 4.2 meters, Details on the tactical vmsnt of these
sets are not available. The number of these sets avaiiable to the division
or fizhtsr corps headquarters is belicved to be so srrll that a corpletao
cov.rage of the ontire air space oi the Twenty-Fourth iir Ty is not
guaranteed. It is thorefore acsumed that airecrafi obsrvation missions are
also arsifmed to ooviet AA units,

Status of Training.

13. Duriig the nast suaner and fall, trainine activities of fichter units were
& 3 (= 2

chiefly concerned with the rotraining of nilots writh the «iz=15, This
training was observed with all fi-hter regiments, which indicates . that
it was ordered by the Twenty=Fourth 4ir Arny. The followiag training
activities were obsorved:

4o Local flights in order to Aractice take-oifs and landings.

b. Formation flying in groups of two, in Tlightsgand in squadron and
regiment formation.

¢. Firing at ground targets, low=level attacks, and diving attacks,
d.  Air combat,

@, High-altitude f1ights up to 11,000 moters,

Lo Imdividual nizht landings,

Be Wight flishts and nizht landings in formations.

During the £all maneuvers » cooneration with mround attack and borber

umits, as well as with army vnits and the air defsnso system was practiced.
The mearer information available on this type of training indic-tes that
nossibly the control and dircction of the formations aloft from the sround
did not meet with difficulties. In no case was it observed that a formation
a8 not successfully directed to its assiimed air or ground target, The
degree to which soviet fichter units arc in a Dosition to emyloy entire
formations under unfavorable weather conditions cannot be Judged. lowever,
with rogard to the current modernization of the Lovict Air Force, it must
not be assumed that the Soviots 2re incanable of ewploying fizhter formations
in all weathor.

Ground attack units practiced firing at ground targets, and lomb release,
For the most »art these exercises were conducted day and night by individual
planes and by entire formtions, Durin; the 1950 fall maneuvers, the units
held oxercises on regimental, cliVision,z_md corps level and, escorted by
lighters, practiced close support of aruy units, Hew methods and means of
attack wore not reported,

;E‘ oy S*E - E
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15. Very little informstion is available on training activities of
the bombor mits, Previous informstion remains unchanged,

16. The training activivies of the air transport regiment stationed
in ALTZNPURG were continually observed. The regiment, was chiefly
employed for the transport of army units in THURINGIA and for the
dro;ping of both purachutists and equipment and swyplies, It anpears
thas the regimsnt is being particularly trained for air transport
of army units. Mo reports have been receive: on itlic training of the
air transnors reginent stationed in STAAKII.

17. The recomdssance regiment stationed in LOZPi: toxr being terpo-
rarily trensforred to STENDAL, was observed cnd: ting artillery
rissions and reconnaissance flizhts against army wallo. Ho information
was obtrined on the training activities of ihe recormaissance regiment
locate’ in SCHIZITALDE. Observations made indicate that this regiment
cooperites closely with borber units, :

Overall istimate,

18. By the recquipment of the Sdzhter units with jet aircraft which,
regarding their serformance, are not inferior te the types sresently
in use 31 Jestern Jurope, and by the improverent of ihe srouwnd organiza-
tlons eni the establishment of a modern fighter control systom, the
efficieacy of the fighter wnits of the Tweaty=-Fourth Air Army has ine
sreased considerably during the last yeur. The grouad attack and bomber
anits do not scem to have mace similar progress. The main cfforts at
modernizing the Twenty-Fourth aAir Ariy during the lust yesr were thus
centeres on the Iighter units, which, as before, are assitmed the two
mission; of defending air s»ace by fighting eneny aircraft, and rendering
close siport to ground troops by attacking ground targoets,

50X1-HUM
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